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Financial Reporting Trends 

Powered by SEC XBRL public company financial filings 

 

If you are familiar with the AICPA’s popular product Accounting Trends and Techniques (now called U.S. 

GAAP Financial Statements - Best Practices in Presentation and Disclosure), then you already understand 

the usefulness of Financial Reporting Trends. 

Financial Reporting Trends is a dynamic information repository of all the financial reports of SEC public 

company filers.  It is a tool every financial reporting manager needs to research and otherwise stay 

current with financial reporting trends.  The information repository is updated each time a new financial 

filing is submitted to the Securities and Exchange Commission. This dynamic update is made possible by 

leveraging the XBRL formatted financial reports. 

The information repository includes all of the approximately 8,000 public companies who report 

financial statements to the US Securities and Exchange Commission.  The information repository is 

updated automatically each time a new filing is received.  The entities in the information repository can 

be sorted/filtered by SIC, industry sector, entity type, whether they are developing stage or going 

concern, by specific disclosure, etc. 

Two sets of entities are provided: the 30 companies which make up the DOW and the Fortune 100.  

Other sets of entities can be created and managed.  Peer group(s) can be created and managed. 

All disclosures are referenced to the Accounting Standards Codification (ASC). 
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All SEC public company reporting entities available by reporting entity name or by SIC: 

 
 

 

Or, search by industry sector or entity type: 
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Or, work with lists provided such as the Dow 30, the Fortune 100; or by which XBRL creation software 

was used to create the filing: 

 

 

 

Or, work with lists provided such as the Dow 30, the Fortune 100; or by SEC submission form: 
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Or, sort/search by which XBRL creation software was used or which auditor the reporting entity uses: 

  

 

Or, sort/search by disclosure sorted by ASC topic or just a list of disclosures: 
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Or, search by any query which you can put together from the rich set of metadata available you; for 

example, listing all the developing stage reporting entities or all the reporting entities which are going 

concerns: 

 

Create and manage your own peer groups, comparing your peers, focusing on a specific reporting 

component: 
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Once you select the set of reporting entities that you want to work with any financial report component 

and choose from among the numerous views of the information available: 

 

Drill into all detail information including definitions and ASC references: 
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SEC interactive data view available: 

 

Model structure view: 
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Drill down to report element details for any model structure item: 

 

Work with a dynamic view of the financial report model structure: 
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And, of course, have a look at any financial report in either a dynamic software application such as the 

XBRL Cloud viewer, the SEC interactive viewer, or go to the HTML version of the report, all these are 

linked to the Financial Report Trends information set. 

 

Have a look at all the details which are connected directly to the ASC via dynamic links (should you 

subscribe to the FASB ASC service); 
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Information for Software Developers 

The entire Financial Reporting Trends information can be easily integrated within your software 

application, no knowledge of XBRL required!  Financial Reporting Trends is a REST based web service. Its 

uses include: 

¶ No more need to deal with updates to the US GAAP Taxonomy or other supporting taxonomies, 

the web service handles all that for you. 

¶ Read any SEC public company financial report, compare multiple reports, and when you find the 

report section you want, import that entire section into your software application in support of 

the creation of financial reports. 

¶ An additional reporting template web service is available which includes guaranteed quality of 

reported information and additional business rules which enforce the integrity of each 

disclosure and to overall financial report integrity 

¶ Financial report disclosure checklist which you can create and maintain yourself, select and use 

a disclosure checklist for a specific industry, or select from other disclosure checklists which are 

provided. 

 

Information for CPAs 

Financial Reporting Trends is a great tool for financial analysis steps required by audit processes, etc.  

Further, CPAs are encouraged to contribute reporting templates to the Financial Reporting Trends 

system and you will be compensated for your contribution.  The system is a market place for buying and 

selling reporting templates, business rules, and other aspects of financial report creation. 

While the current version contains financial report information provided within SEC public company 

reporting entities, the information is very useful for private company financial reporting. 

 

Information for Financial Analysts 

Financial Reporting Trends is useful for analysis also. Again, being a web service with an underlying 

information repository of structured information, you can pretty much do with this information as you 

see fit.  Import it into Excel?  No problem.  Compare financial report information? Of course, to the 

extent that the SEC XBRL financial information allows. 

 


