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Decomposing SEC XBRL Financial Filing Report Components 

By Charles Hoffman, CPA 

This document walks you through a process where a very hard to comprehend report component is 

decomposed into the individual disclosure pieces so that it is possible to see the ramifications of 

combining too many disclosures into a single report component of an SEC XBRL financial filing. 

The point of this exercise is to see, understand, and hopefully avoid this trap.  Fundamentally these 

examples help an accountant see how combining these disclosures into one presentation makes that 

report component harder and even impossible to comprehend. 

Consider this somewhat overwhelming example of a disclosure provided by an SEC XBRL financial filing. 

Don’t bother to understand the information shown in the disclosure.  Focus more on the fact that you 

see patterns of numbers and patterns of white space.  This disclosure is totally overwhelming.  But, as 

will be shown briefly, there are reasons the disclosure is not decipherable. 
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Consider a second visual pattern.  Notice the totally “flat” taxonomy structure on the right and the “flat” 

rendering on the left.  This too is hard to decipher because the information runs together. 

 

Keep those two ideas in your mind as we walk through a third representation.  This disclosure is 

complicated but somewhat decipherable.  However, if this disclosure which is really the following four 

disclosures combined together, it would be even easier to understand: 

 Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Net [Roll Up] which breaks down the Gross, accumulated 

amortization, and net carrying amount of each class of finite-lived intangible assets (shown in 

RED) 

 Estimated useful lives of finite-lived intangible assets (shown in YELLOW) 

 Amortization expense (shown in PURPLE) 

 Future amortization expense of finite-lived intangible assets 
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In order to better see those four separate disclosures, I have went through other SEC XBRL financial 

filings and found examples of exactly the same information in these other examples to see how other 

SEC filers are representing these same four disclosures. Be sure to notice the subtleties and nuances of 

the disclosures because those subtleties and nuances help you understand the ramifications of choices 

made. 

 

Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Net [Roll Up] 

Example 1: This is the basic disclosure which many filers have.  This filer has only has on class, but for 

some reason the scenario [Axis] was used.  But, that does not hurt the ability to read the information. 

 

Example 2: Same as #1, except the filer explicitly provide the legal entity [Axis] and not the scenario 

[Axis]. This is very readable.  The classes of finite-lived intangible assets are articulated using concepts 

rather than the [Member]s of an [Axis] as in some of the examples above. 
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Example 3: This SEC filer has multiple classes of finite-lived intangible assets and distinguishes the 

different classes by using an [Axis]. This filer does NOT provide a Scenario [Axis] or Legal Entity [Axis]. 

 

Example 4: Similar to example #3, but they have fewer classes if finite-lived intangible assets, uses the 

same [Axis] as #3.  Likewise, this filer does not provide the Scenario [Axis] nor the Legal Entity [Axis]. 

 

Example 5: Here the filer has multiple classes of finite-lived intangible assets which the combined with 

other assets for some reason, but still easy to read.  The classes of finite-lived intangible assets are 

articulated using concepts rather than the [Member]s of an [Axis] as in some of the examples above. 
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Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Estimated Useful Lives Disclosure 

Example 1: Basic disclosure of finite-lived intangible assets estimated useful lives. 

 

Example 2: Basic disclosure of finite-lived intangible assets estimated useful lives; but this filer has only 

one class and provides some different [Axis]. 

 

Example 3: Basic disclosure with multiple classes of finite-lived intangible assets. 

 

Example 4: Combines the Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Net [Roll Up] with the Finite-Lived Intangible 

Assets, Estimated Useful Lives [Hierarchy]; while combining these two makes it a little harder to read, it 

is still very easy to read and comprehend. 
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Example 5: Combines the Future amortization expense of finite-lived intangible assets with the  Finite-

Lived Intangible Assets, Estimated Useful Lives; while combining these two makes it a little harder to 

read, it is still very easy to read. 
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Finite-Lived Intangible Assets, Future Amortization Expense Disclosure 

Example 1: This is the common representation of the future estimated amortization expense provided 

by an SEC XBRL filer.  Very readable. 

 

Example 2: This is the basic disclosure again, but this time the filer has two classes of finite-lived 

intangible assets for which future estimated amortization expense is disclosed.  Very readable. 
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Example 3: Basic disclosure again. 

 

Example 4: Basic disclosure, uses nils for a few of the future years disclosed, very readable. 

 

Example 5: Filer combined the future estimated amortization expense with the amortization expense 

disclosure.  Very readable. 
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Amortization Expense Disclosure 

Example 1: This is pretty much the basic disclosure which most SEC filers make for the amortization 

expense. 

 

Example 2: This is the same as #1 above, but there is another fact being disclosure with the amortization 

expense within the same report component. 

 

Example 3:  Basic amortization expense example again, but this time the filer has broken out the income 

statement location of the amortization expense.  Still very readable. 
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Example 4: While still very readable, this combines the finite lived intangible asset roll up with the 

amortization expense.  Imagine this being separated using an [Abstract] concept; that would make it 

even more readable. 

 

Example 5: Amortization expense combined with the estimated future amortization expense.  This is 

very readable, but you can see that the estimated future amortization expense is not disclosure for the 

prior year causes the white space to exist in the rendering. 

 

 

 

 


