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Summary: 

Level 1 and Level 2: Not analyzed. 

Level 3: There seems to be two different things economic entities do to report Property, plant, and equipment estimated useful lives information.  

1. Most common is the filer creates an extension concept (7) to express the Level 3 text block information for PPE estimated useful lives information. 

2. The second most common is to use the concept us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock (4) to express the Level 3 text block information for PPE estimated useful lives 

information.  However, this is inconsistent with an analysis of how economic entities reported Property, plant and equipment component information, that same concept was used to 

report that information (http://www.xbrlsite.com/2014/Library/PropertyPlantAndEquipmentNetByTypeRollUp.pdf).  Further, it was very common to find that a filer had created an 

extension concept to express PPE component information if they use us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock to express PPE estimated useful lives information. 

3. Rarer, economic entities expressed the PPE estimated useful lives information using the us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentPolicyTextBlock  (3) Level 2 policy text block. 

Level 4: For the detailed disclosure, 100% of reporting entities (all 15) used [Table]s. us-gaap:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable (11) , us-gaap:StatementTable (1), 

dlb:SignificantAccountingPoliciesTable  (1), ncs:ScheduleOfSummaryOfSignificantAccountingPoliciesTable (1), msft:SignificantAccountingPoliciesTable (1) .  Extension tables seem inappropriate. 

As 100% used [Table], therefore 100% used some [Axis] to characterize facts.  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis  (14), us-gaap:RangeAxis (8), us-

gaap:StatementBusinessSegmentsAxis (1),  dei:LegalEntityAxis (1). 

The concepts used to report the estimated useful lives of PPE included: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife  (11), us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentEstimatedUsefulLives  (3), us-

gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeAverage (2), us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMinimum (3), us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMaximum(3). (WHY is 

there both a [Axis]/[Member] based approach to articulate the maximum/minimum using the us-gaap:RangeAxis AND a concept based approach using the last three concepts shown here?) 

It appears to be the case that #1 and #2 Level 3 Text Block concepts mentioned above are in fact duplicates.  The reason is, the references to the accounting standards are the same for both 

concepts, and the documentation is very similar as pointed out above. 

Generally, reporting entities separated the PPE estimated useful lives disclosures into two disclosures.  Occasionally, they combined the two disclosures which caused the rendering of BOTH 

disclosures to be less understandable.  The reason for this was the us-gaap:RangeAxis which is appropriate for the useful lives disclosure, but not appropriate for the PPE components detail 

disclosure. 

Something which is worth pointing out is #13 LOWES COMPANIES INC.  Not that they are doing anything wrong, but rather that they use a [Axis]/[Member] based approach to articulating the 

PPE estimated useful lives breakdown and a Concept-based approach to articulation the PPE components breakdown.  There are multiple approaches in the US GAAP XBRL Taxonomy like that.  

Why are both alternatives needed?  It just makes things more complicated to understand.  

http://www.xbrlsite.com/2014/Library/PropertyPlantAndEquipmentNetByTypeRollUp.pdf
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(1) A123 SYSTEMS, INC. (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1167178/000104746912002475/0001047469-12-002475-index.htm)      
 
NOTE: Filer used aone:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentComponentsTableTextBlock for PPE components disclosure 
 
 

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 
 

 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeAverage, us-
gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMinimum, us-
gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMaximum 
 

 
 
The filer did NOT use a range, rather the minimum and maximum are articulated using concepts. 
 
TABLE: us-gaap:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
AXIS: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis. 

  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1167178/000104746912002475/0001047469-12-002475-index.htm
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(2) ABBOTT LABORATORIES (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1800/000104746914001176/0001047469-14-001176-index.htm)     
 
NO PPE components disclosure, provided on balance sheet: 
 

 
 

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 
 

 
 
TABLE: us-gaap: ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 
 

  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1800/000104746914001176/0001047469-14-001176-index.htm
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(3 ABM INDUSTRIES INC /DE/ (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/771497/000119312512509900/0001193125-12-509900-index.htm)      
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 

TEXT BLOCK: 
abm:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentEstimatedUsefulLivesTableTextBlock 
 

 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 
 

 
 
TABLE: us-gaap: ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  dei:LegalEntityAxis, us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 
 

  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/771497/000119312512509900/0001193125-12-509900-index.htm
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(4) ACACIA RESEARCH CORP (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/934549/000093454913000003/0000934549-13-000003-index.htm)      
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 
 

 
 

TEXT BLOCK: actg:PropertyAndEquipmentUsefulLivesTableTextBlock 
 

 
 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentEstimatedUsefulLives 
 

 
 
 
TABLE: us-gaap: ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 

 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/934549/000093454913000003/0000934549-13-000003-index.htm
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(5) AccelPath, Inc. (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1077800/000137647412000350/0001376474-12-000350-index.htm)       
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 
 

 
TEXT BLOCK: aclp:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeTableTextBlock 
 

 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 
 

 
 
TABLE: us-gaap:StatementTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis 
 

 

  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1077800/000137647412000350/0001376474-12-000350-index.htm
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(6) Accretive Health, Inc. (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1472595/000119312512139929/0001193125-12-139929-index.htm)   
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
TEXT BLOCK: ah:FurnitureAndEquipmentUsefulLivesTableTextBlock 
 

 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMinimum, us-
gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeAverage, us-
gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMaximum 
 

 
TABLE: us-gaap: ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
AXIS: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis 
 
RANGE NOT USED, information in the concept 

 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1472595/000119312512139929/0001193125-12-139929-index.htm
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(7) BEACON ROOFING SUPPLY INC (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1124941/000114420412065391/0001144204-12-065391-index.htm)  
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 
 

TEXT BLOCK: becn:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeTableTextBlock 
 

 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife, us-
gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentEstimatedUsefulLives 
 

 
 
 
TABLE: us-gaap: ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 
 
 

  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1124941/000114420412065391/0001144204-12-065391-index.htm
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(8) Dolby Laboratories, Inc. (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1308547/000130854712000010/0001308547-12-000010-index.htm)  
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 

TEXT BLOCK: dlb:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentEstimatedUsefulLifeTableTextBlock 
 

 
 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMinimum, us-
gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLifeMaximum, us-
gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentEstimatedUsefulLives 
 

 
 
TABLE: dlb:SignificantAccountingPoliciesTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1308547/000130854712000010/0001308547-12-000010-index.htm
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(9) NCI BUILDING SYSTEMS INC (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/883902/000114420413068730/0001144204-13-068730-index.htm)   
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 

TEXT BLOCK: ncs:ScheduleOfUsefulLivesPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTableTextBlock 
 

 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 
 

 
 
TABLE: ncs:ScheduleOfSummaryOfSignificantAccountingPoliciesTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 
 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/883902/000114420413068730/0001144204-13-068730-index.htm
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(10) TARGET CORP (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/27419/000002741914000014/0000027419-14-000014-index.htm)          
 
PPE components are detailed on the balance sheet 

 
 

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 
PPE policy text block: 
 

 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 
 

 
 
TABLE: us-gaap: ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 
 
 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/27419/000002741914000014/0000027419-14-000014-index.htm
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(11) COCA COLA CO (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/21344/000002134414000008/0000021344-14-000008-index.htm)         
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentPolicyTextBlock 
 

  
 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 
 

 
 
TABLE: us-gaap:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:AwardTypeAxis 
 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/21344/000002134414000008/0000021344-14-000008-index.htm
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(12) CVS CAREMARK CORP (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/64803/000006480314000008/0000064803-14-000008-index.htm)       
 
PPE components disclosure is included in the PPE POLICY 
    

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentPolicyTextBlock 
 

 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 
 

 
TABLE: us-gaap:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
 
PPE estimated useful lives is combined with PPE components detail which causes a difficult to read 
representation of both the PPE estimated useful lives AND the PPE components detail.  Other 
information is also included. 

 

  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/64803/000006480314000008/0000064803-14-000008-index.htm
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(13) LOWES COMPANIES INC (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/60667/000006066714000054/0000060667-14-000054-index.htm)         
 
PPE components disclosure combined in the SAME TEXT BLOCK as the PPE estimated useful lives disclosure 
 
  

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
 
 
NOTE: While PPE is broken out into “Building and Building Improvements” and “Equipment” 
using an [Axis] and [Member]s for the PPE estimated useful lives disclosure, it is broken out 
using CONCEPTS for the PPE components disclosure. 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 

 
TABLE: us-gaap:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:AwardTypeAxis 

 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/60667/000006066714000054/0000060667-14-000054-index.htm
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(14) MICROSOFT CORP (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/789019/000119312513310206/0001193125-13-310206-index.htm)         
 
PPE components disclosure used us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentTextBlock 

 
  

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentPolicyTextBlock 
 

 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife, us-gaap:FiniteLivedIntangibleAssetUsefulLife 

 
TABLE: msft:SignificantAccountingPoliciesTable 
AXIS:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:RangeAxis 
 
Combines PPE estimated useful lives and finite lived intangible assets together with other disclosures 
such as advertising expense which have not “range” characteristic associated with the reported fact. 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/789019/000119312513310206/0001193125-13-310206-index.htm
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(15) Phillips 66 (http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1534701/000153470114000042/0001534701-14-000042-index.htm)          
 
PPE components disclosure combined with PPE estimated useful lives disclosure into us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentDisclosureTextBlock (Footnote level text block); then the filer created an 
extension text block (Level 3) psx:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentBySegmentTableTextBlock and provided the same PPE components information, but DID NOT include the  PPE estimated useful lives 
information.  Nor could the PPE estimated useful lives information be found in any other Level 3 text block or Level 2 Policy text block.  

 << This is the Level 1 text block     This is the Level 3 text block>>  

TEXT BLOCK: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentDisclosureTextBlock 
 

 
 

DETAIL: us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentUsefulLife 

 
TABLE: us-gaap:ScheduleOfPropertyPlantAndEquipmentTable 
Axis:  us-gaap:PropertyPlantAndEquipmentByTypeAxis and us-gaap:StatementBusinessSegmentsAxis 

 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1534701/000153470114000042/0001534701-14-000042-index.htm

