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Summary 
• Reporting Style Details: http://www.xbrlsite.com/2018/Prototype/ReportingStylesUSGAAP/Index.html  
• List of 5,734 US GAAP reports used for testing: http://www.xbrlsite.com/2018/10K/ListOfUSGAAP-10-

Ks.html  
• Empirical Evidence: http://xbrlsite.azurewebsites.net/2018/Library/Proof-2018-06-30.zip  

• More information: http://xbrl.squarespace.com/journal/2018/7/28/us-gaap-test-data-2017-10-ks.html  
• Understanding reporting styles: http://xbrl.squarespace.com/journal/2017/12/9/making-the-case-for-reporting-

styles.html   
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Note that this is a nearly complete test of all US-GAAP-based financial reports that have been submitted to the 
SEC.  This information will be expanded to include 20-F and 40-F filings that report using US GAAP.  This will add 
another 306 reports. 
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BALANCE SHEET 

5,520 reports or 96% of all reports use either a classified balance sheet or 
an unclassified balance sheet (order of liquidity). 
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Code 
Count of Reports Using 

this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Using this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Consistent with Style 

BSC 4,637 81% 98% 

BSU 883 15% 99% 

BSN 111 2% 99% 

BSR 15 1% 99% 

BSL ? ?% ?% 

BSB 3 0% 100% 

Unknown/Other 88 1% ??% 

Total 5,734 100% 

 SUMMARY OF BALANCE SHEET STYLES 



BSC (Classified balance sheet) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1420529/000110465918023724/0001104659-18-023724-index.htm


BSU (Unclassified balance sheet) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm    

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595527/000159552718000008/0001595527-18-000008-index.htm


BSN (Alternative classified balance sheet with 
noncurrent assets broken out by PPE and other 
noncurrent assets) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm  

Note that many of these are errors because they use the concept “us-
gaap:AssetsNoncurrent” to represent the line item “Other than fixed noncurrent 
assets”. 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm
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http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144215/000114421518000040/0001144215-18-000040-index.htm


BSR (Regulated public utility balance sheet) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
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BSL (Liquidation basis balance sheet) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm  

No example currently.  Basically, this balance sheet reports “us-gaap:NetAssets” 
rather than “us-gaap:LiabilitiesAndEquity” 

This is not set up yet! 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
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http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm


BSB (Classified balance sheet, reports liabilities 
subject to compromise, bankruptcy) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm  

No example currently.  Basically, this balance sheet reports liabilities subject to 
compromise relating to a company in bankruptcy. 

This is not set up yet! 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/755001/000119312518132751/0001193125-18-132751-index.htm


INCOME STATEMENT 

4,990 companies or about 87% of companies use one of 9 reporting styles to create their income 
statement.  95% of companies have a specifically identified income statement reporting style.  The 
income statement is by far the most varied of all statements.  Current information indicates that there 
are potentially up to 287 additional unique income statement reporting styles.  However, it is very likely 
that groups of patterns will be discovered reducing the total number of additional distinct reporting 
styles. 
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 SUMMARY OF INCOME STATEMENT STYLES 

Code 
Count of Reports Using 

this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Using this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Consistent with Style 

SPEC6 2,080 36% 95% 

SPEC1 966 17% 95% 

SPEC2 945 17% 95% 

INTBX 471 8% 97% 

IS6 131 2% 95% 

IS3 154 2% 95% 

INSBX 118 2% 95% 

IS4 82 1% 95% 

SPEC8 43 1% 95% 

Other known 457 8% 95% 

Unknown/Other 287 5% ??% 

Total 5,734 100% 
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SPEC6 (“Gross profit” and “Operating Income 
(Loss)” are reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1644675/000156459017011754/0001564590-17-011754-index.htm
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SPEC6-IEMIT (Same as SPEC6 except that the line item “Income (loss) from 
equity method investments” is reported as part of the tax provision) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1697818/000119312518124857/0001193125-18-124857-index.htm
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SPEC1 (Operating expenses and operating 
income (loss) are reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm    

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1653606/000114420418034118/0001144204-18-034118-index.htm
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SPEC2 (Similar to SPEC1 except that rather than reporting 
“Operating Expenses”, “Costs and Expenses” is reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm    

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1381640/000119312518115018/0001193125-18-115018-index.htm
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SPEC8 (Same as SPEC6 except that the line item 
“Other Operating Income” is reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm    

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1316317/000119312518136571/0001193125-18-136571-index.htm
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IS6 (Neither gross profit, operating expenses, nor 
nonoperating income (expenses) are explicitly reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/749098/000119312518099856/0001193125-18-099856-index.htm
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IS5 (Gross profit, operating expenses, and 
nonoperating income (expenses) are reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1543268/000114420417059358/0001144204-17-059358-index.htm
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IS8 (Similar to IS5; reports gross profit, but not operating income 
(loss); but groups operating and nonoperating expenses) 

This is not set up yet! 

No example currently.  Note that indirect operating and nonoperating costs and 
expenses are grouped into ONE total or no total is provided. 
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IS3 (Reports revenues, operating expenses, and nonoperating expenses; neither 
gross profit, nor operating income (loss) are explicitly reported) 

This is not set up yet! 

No example currently.  Note that “Operating income (loss)” can be computed. 
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IS4 (Similar to IS3; reports revenues, costs and expenses (rather than operating 
expenses), and nonoperating expenses; neither gross profit, nor operating 
income (loss) are explicitly reported) 

This is not set up yet! 

No example currently.  Note that “Operating income (loss)” can be computed. 
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SPEC9 (No revenues or gross profit are reported, 
but operating income (loss) is reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1271554/000127956918000418/0001279569-18-000418-index.htm
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INTBX(Interest based revenues) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm    

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1144967/000119312518225979/0001193125-18-225979-index.htm
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INSBX (Insurance based revenues, similar to IS6 except that 
Benefits, Costs and Expenses is used to represent total expenses) 

This is not set up yet! 

No example currently.  Note that this is similar to IS6 except that rather than using 
“Costs and Expenses”, the line item “Benefits, Costs and Expenses” is used for 
total expenses. 



CASH FLOW STATEMENT 

98% of companies use one of two primary styles of reporting the cash 
flow statement.  There is an issue related to representing assets held for 
sale that is causing most inconsistencies. 

26 
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 SUMMARY OF CASH FLOW STATEMENT STYLES 

Code 
Count of Reports Using 

this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Using this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Consistent with Style 

CF1 5,513 96% 99% 

CF2 132 2% 99% 

Unknown 89 2% ??% 

Total 5,734 100% 
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CF1 (exchange gains part of net cash flow roll 
up or not reported) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm    

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1595353/000114420418014234/0001144204-18-014234-index.htm
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CF2 (exchange gains part of cash and cash 
equivalents roll forward) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1371541/000114420418023234/0001144204-18-023234-index.htm


STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE 
INCOME 

95% of all companies you one of three styles for reporting the statement 
of comprehensive income. 
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 SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE 

INCOME STYLES 

Code 
Count of Reports Using 

this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Using this Style 
Percent of Reports 

Consistent with Style 

SCI1 5,461 95% 99% 

SCI2 171 3% 99% 

SCI3 13 1% ??% 

Unknown/Other 89 1% ??% 

Total 5,734 100% 
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SCI1 (statement of comprehensive income 
begins with total profit (loss)) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm   

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1374535/000156459018012538/0001564590-18-012538-index.htm
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SCI2 (statement of comprehensive income begins with 
net income (loss) attributable to parent) 

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm  

http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/9092/000000909218000006/0000009092-18-000006-index.htm
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SCI3 (statement of comprehensive income begins with 
net income (loss) available to common) 

This is not set up yet! 


