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2011-09-30 (DRAFT) 

 

This document contains explanations of sample exemplars which represent components of a 

US GAAP based financial report: 

http://www.xbrlsite.com/DigitalFinancialReporting/Exemplars/2011-09-30/Exemplars/  
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1.1. Overview 

This is the overview. 

 

# Category Title Description 

AAA Balance Sheet Balance Sheet, With Noncontrolling Interest A typical balance sheet which includes a 

noncontrolling interest. 

BBB Balance Sheet Balance Sheet, WITHOUT Noncontrolling Interest A typical balance sheet which does not 

contain a noncontrolling interest. 

AAA Income 

Statement 

Income Statement With Everything Income statement with all possible 

categories of line items. 

BBB Income 

Statement 

Income Statement MINIMUM Income Statement MINIMUM (No 

preferred stock, no noncontrolling interest, 

no discontinued operations, no 

extraordinary items, no equity method 

investments) 

CCC Income 

Statement 

Income Statement, Minimum BBB plus Noncontrolling Interest 

 

 

DDD Income 

Statement 

Income Statement, Flat Organization (Same as CCC, presentation 

organized differently) 

 

EEE Income 

Statement 

Income Statement, Add Discontinued Operations (CCC plus 

discontinued operations) 

 

FFF Income 

Statement 

Income Statement, Add Preferred Dividends (Minimum BBB plus 

preferred dividends) 

  

AAA Cash flow 

statement 

Statement of Cash Flow, No Discontinued Operations  

BBB Cash flow 

statement 

Statement of Cash Flow, With Discontinued Operations, Option 1  

CCC Cash flow 

statement 

 Statement of Cash Flow, With Discontinued Operations, Option 2  

QQQ Cash flow 

statement 

 QUESTIONABLE Statement of Cash Flows, Questionable 

Modelling 

 

XX1 Cash flow 

statement 

 CONTRA Example - Statement of Cash Flow, Exchange Gain in 

Wrong Location 

 

 

 

 

1.2. Balance sheet 

Balance sheets have clear semantics.   
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1.3. Income statement 

Generally, all financial statements have an income statement.  There are occasions where 

one would not be necessary, but for most companies which have continuing operations, 

they would have an income statement. 

1.3.1. General observations 

The income statement has vastly more variety than either the balance sheet or cash flow 

statement.  Although, it may be the case that one could break the types of income 

statements into categories.  For example, the Microsoft income statement below is one 

classic income statement. 
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This Kraft income statement is another, this format with gross profit: 

 

 

 

 

 

1.4. Cash Flow Statement 

The cash flow statement has clear semantics.  A cash flow statement aggregates “net cash 

flow” from operating, investing, and financing activities and then reconciles that net change 

in cash to some cash balance on the balance sheet. 

COMMENT: It is still unclear to me whether the cash account reconciled on the cash 

flow statement is always exactly the same cash concept on the balance sheet.  In 
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100% of the balance sheets and cash flow statements I have seen, it is the same 

concept.  Under IFRS, it may not be the same concept as certain short term 

investments are not included in the cash flow reconciliation.  However, under IFRS 

you are required to then provide a reconciliation between the cash used on the 

balance sheet and cash used on the cash flow statement. 

 

1.4.1. General observations 

This is a classic cash flow statement, Verizon: 
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